Portable Diver Training Container
Lesson Plan and User Manual
Purpose
Improve the skill level of LMCFDSRT Public Safety Divers by providing a safe and organized system to use, train with and move the SRT Portable Diver Training Container to user sites.
Scope
Specialized training of Lake and McHenry DRT divers in a controlled and cost effective environment on a site convenient to the host department.
Set-Up
1. Site selection: Allow for an 8’ x 20’ space for the container and an additional 35’ on the platform end for pick-up and drop-off. Leave additional room to one side of container for viewing platform if used as a public education prop. Place container on hard, level surface leaving room to place a viewing area on at least one side of the container. Also allow for room for the tailgate to swing open in case it may be needed for emergency access. Placement for drainage considerations should include allowing for the water to reach a storm drain or other runoff area. 

2. Remove tarp and tarp supports and secure out of the way.

3. Install railing around staging platform. Install ladder to access tank from platform.

4. Inspect steamer port covers and tailgate to insure they are secure.

5. Fill with clean water using 3” connections on the tailgate. Fill as close as possible to the rim of the container. Secure fill connections to prevent drainage (gate valves or caps). Container should not be moved once filled.   

6. Remove steamer caps to drain container. 

7. Tailgate operation :
i. Loosen hinged side (left side as you face the tailgate) first to allow tailgate not to bind when opening. Work ratchet clockwise to loosen tailgate from container body about ¾”.
ii. Loosen latch side (Important safety leave chain in place to prevent uncontrolled opening when water in container).
iii. Keep people away from tailgate area. 
iv. Reverse procedure to re-secure (don’t over tighten ratchet latches or tailgate gasket can be damaged).


Safety
1. The Portable Diver Training Container is designed and intended for use by trained and certified divers with underwater proctors and surface safety personnel. Any deviance from the safety rules and lesson plan provided constitutes a violation of these rules and is not allowed under the terms of use by the LMCFDSRT.

2. The Portable Diver Training Container must be used with the following minimum staffing requirements to provide for diver safety;
i. When used as a training prop for diver training scenarios there will be one in-water diver proctor in close proximity for every diver in-water going through the course. In addition there will be a surface safety aide present to visually monitor and assist with the divers in the water.
ii. When used as a public education prop or for skills practice, with no props used, then a surface safety aide will be present to visually monitor and assist the diver(s). 
iii. Only the props designated for use with this container are allowed to be used in the course. Props attached to the tank will be equipped with beak-away features allowing a diver to reach the surface with minimal effort if they experience an emergency situation.
iv. If at any time a student feels uncomfortable they should give the “surface” hand signal and the proctor should acknowledge and then assist the student safely to the surface of the tank.

Lesson Plan
1. Before entering water ensure student equipped with minimum gear as specified in the DRT SOP’s. list minimum equipment in separate attachment
2. Proctor shall be equipped with alternate air supply and two cutting tools in addition to minimum scuba gear and exposure protection.
3. Prior to entering water, proctor and student shall review each other’s equipment location and function.  A pre-dive checklist shall be completed for each student entering the water. 
4. Review course layout and procedures. In any situation where the student needs to surface he shall give a thumbs up sign and the proctor will assist them to the surface of the water. 
5. After both student and proctor enter the water they should submerge and ensure student is comfortable to continue. As a review the student may wish to doff and don his mask and practice BCD removal and replacement before starting the course.
6. Proctor places wax paper in students mask and student dons mask and submerges. Proctor then places students hand on the guide line and begins course by following the line until first station is reached (station marked by a figure eight knot on a bight) the instructor the taps the student on the head once to signify the beginning of that exercise. At the completion of each exercise the instructor taps the student on the head twice to continue to the next station;	
i. Fin removal- after alerting student, proctor removes one fin and places it out of the way, student then continues following the guideline.  
ii. Mask doffing- after alerting student, proctor loosens mask straps and removes mask from student and student switches to alternate air source, after successful completion student then continues following the guideline.  
iii. Cutting station- after alerting student, proctor places students hand on cutting station after which student removes a cutting tool of choice and cuts 2 strands of the netting, proctor signals successful completion, student then continues following the guideline.  
iv. [bookmark: _GoBack]Mask donning- after alerting student, proctor taps student’s alternate air source signaling student to replace his full-face mask, after successful completion student then continues following the guideline.
v. Limited clearance- after alerting student, proctor leads student to beginning of limited clearance obstacle where student assesses situation and doffs BCD placing it in front of themselves while entering obstacle, successfully reaching end of the limited clearance they will encounter the entanglement netting
vi. Entanglement obstacle- student continues exiting the while ensuring their gear is not entangled by checking with their hands, after successful completion proctor has student stop.
vii. BCD donning- signal student to begin (placing students hands on BCD and motioning towards student), student dons BCD, successfully attaching all straps, instructor gives signal to surface (places students hand over his and signals thumbs up repeatedly).

6.	During the course the proctor shall evaluate student’s reaction to the stations and evaluate their mental status and air supply on a continuous basis. Student’s air shall be monitored throughout the course.
7.	After completion the student shall be given a critique of their performance 
